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by the splinter of a lance. Sonic hold believer who
had access to the room where the Kind's body lay,
threw over the corpse a piece of tapestry: Saul fall-
ing from his horse on the road to Damascus, as the
terrible words sounded in his ears, " Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me ? "

Although the  Protestants saw the judgment  of
God in the King's death, the more farsightrd among
them must have doubted whether that event was
likely to improve their position.    Two policies had
divided the councils of Henry IK    The Constable
Montmorency had been in favour of alliance with
Spain, an  alliance   the  necessary   consequence   of
which was the violent suppression of heresy,    Mont-
morency *s rivals, the Guises, although not less hos-
tile to the Reformers, were opposed to the Spanish
connection.   They wished to support the claims of
their niece Maiy Stuart to the English throne, and
dreamt of uniting France, Scotland and   England
into a monarchy capable of balancing the Austro-
Spanish power.   Thus it came that Philip II. was
compelled to protect the  heretic Elizabeth, while
the Guises were placed in the difficult position of
being at once the enemies of Spain and of Protes-
tantism.

The Guises, ignoring the elder branch of their
family, which sought to maintain itself peaceably and
unambitiously in Lorraine, and to provoke as little
as might be the interference of more powerful neigh-
bours, claimed to be the representatives of the
ambitious and unfortunate House of Anjou, from
which they were descended in the female line, Duke